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Abstract

The existence of an ethnic community is crucial for maintaining ethnic languages and
cultures. Although more than 210,000 Filipinos live in Japan, no Philippine community has so far
been established there. Therefore, it is unlikely that Philippine culture and languages will be
passed down to the next generation. Due to the nonexistence of an appropriate ethnic
community, Philippine women who have a Japanese spouse are developing multiple identities in
relation to several cultures and languages. The development of their children’s identities is
found to be disrupted by changeable place of residence and unstable family conditions. Such
children should be given a chance to develop their linguistic identity through mother tongue

education. Unless their ethnic identities are well developed, disintegrated identities may result.
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